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My Open Data Journey

• Undergraduate: BSc Geological Sciences
• 2015: Open Data Durban (now Open Cities Lab)

• Role: Open Government Fellow
• First project: South Africa’s Government Open Data Portal

• 2017 – 2023: Code for Africa



Global Open Data Index (GODI) 2016

• Lead by: Open Knowledge 
Foundation (OKFN)

• I measured the GODI for 8 
Southern African countries

• Link: index.okfn.org



Link: open.africa



Transforming Storytelling: 
Making Data Open



Transforming 
Stroytelling:
Making Documents 
Open

• sourceAFRICA
• Link: sourceafrica.net



Opening Up Public Health Data

Publications
Scottish Health and Social Care Open Data
Case Study
ScotPHO



PHS Publications

• Link: 
publichealthscotland.scot
/publications



Raw Data

Open DataData Files DashboardsReport

Making Data Open

Publication

Analysis



Scottish Health and Social Care Open Data

• Link: opendata.nhs.scot

• Maintained by PHS but any NHS Board can upload data

• Users: 1,200 a month

• Most popular datasets
1. Prescriptions in the Community
2. GP Practice Contact Details and List Sizes
3. Viral Respiratory Diseases (Including Influenza and COVID-19)





API: phsopendata R package 



Open Dataset: Prescriptions in the Community

• 3 datasets:
• Prescriber Location
• Dispenser Location
• Board

• Success story:
• Team received many FOI requests
• Opening the data reduced FOI requests
• FOI requests are referred to the open data portal



Monthly Prescribing Activity Data: Interactive Dashboard



Interactive and 
Downloadable 
Data



Case Study: Scotland Coronavirus Tracker (Travelling Tabby)



Case Study: Scotland Coronavirus Tracker

• Link: travellingtabby.com/scotland-coronavirus-tracker

• Created by a University of the Highlands and Islands 
student

• Year: 2020 – 2023

• Dataset: COVID-19 Statistical Data in Scotland



The Scottish Public Health 
Observatory (ScotPHO)

link: 
scotland.shinyapps.io/ScotPHO
_profiles_tool





Challenges

• Poor uptake from NHS Boards

• Sensitive data cannot be made open

• Difficult to measure impact



Thank you for listening!!!

Let’s stay in touch!
LinkedIn: tricia-govindasamy
Email: tricia.govindasamy@phs.scot

mailto:tricia.govindasamy@phs.scot

